MOTHERING SUNDAY
YEAR A
______________________________________
COLLECT
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the
child of Mary, shared the life of a home in
Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole
human family to himself: strengthen us in our
daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may
know the power of your presence to bind
together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING

1 Samuel 1 v 20-end

Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named
him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of
the Lord.” The man Elkanah and all his
household went up to offer to the Lord the
yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah
did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As
soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him,
that he may appear in the presence of the Lord,
and remain there forever; I will offer him as a
Nazirite for all time.” Her husband Elkanah said
to her, “Do what seems best to you, wait until
you have weaned him; only—may the Lord
establish his word.” So the woman remained
and nursed her son, until she weaned him. When
she had weaned him, she took him up with her,
along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of
flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the
house of the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was
young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they
brought the child to Eli. And she said, “Oh, my
lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who
was standing here in your presence, praying to
the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord
has granted me the petition that I made to him.
Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as long as
he lives, he is given to the Lord.” She left him
there for the Lord.

SECOND READING Colossians 3 v 12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,

meekness, and patience. Bear with one another
and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; teach and admonish one another in all
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.
--------------------------------------------------------GOSPEL

Luke 2:41-52

Every year the parents of Jesus went to
Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And
when he was twelve years old, they went up as
usual for the festival. When the festival was
ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did
not know it. Assuming that he was in the group
of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then
they started to look for him among their
relatives and friends. When they did not find
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for
him. After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions. And all who
heard him were amazed at his understanding and
his answers. When his parents saw him they
were astonished; and his mother said to him,
“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look,
your father and I have been searching for you in
great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you
searching for me? Did you not know that I must
be in my Father’s house?” But they did not
understand what he said to them. Then he went
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these
things in her heart. And Jesus increased in
wisdom and in years, and in divine and human
favour.

