Open Church
Saturday 10am – Noon.
Come in and have a look around the church, take some
time for quiet reflection or just for a chat and cup of tea.

ST. MARY
THE VIRGIN
ACOCKS GREEN

To see the photos in the magazine in colour
visit our website:
www.stmarysacocksgreen.org
You can also find out more about what we
are up to, upcoming events and photos from
previous events and celebrations

St. Mary’s are on Facebook
To find out what’s happening at St. Mary’s and to see
photos of events and amazing flower displays please visit
our page.
St Mary’s Church, Acocks Green

If you are on Facebook, please like our page and
share it with family and friends.

NEWS & VIEWS
50p

March 2020

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP

Services

SUNDAY AT 10AM IN THE CHURCH MEETING ROOM
THE REVD. ANDREW BULLOCK
706 9764

Sunday
8am

10am

Holy Communion

ORGANISATIONS

Parish Communion

(THESE ARE USUALLY HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM)

(Family Service 1st Sunday in the Month)

Thursday

10am Holy Communion

Monday – Friday

9am Morning Prayer

People

LADIES GROUP
First Tuesday of the Month
Val Corke

7:30pm
708 0636

CHOIR PRACTICE
Thursday
David Streeter

6:30pm
707 2219

BROWNIES
Friday
Coral Redpath

Vicar:

The Revd. Andrew Bullock
34 Dudley Park Road, B27 6QR

Reader:

Mrs. Sheila Huckfield -Powell
Mr. Martin Willetts

Wardens:

Mr. Roger King
Mr. Hugh Kennedy

Treasurer:

Mrs. Tina Sirett

07982 241308

PCC
Secretary

Mr. John Gardner

628 4173/
07974 685777

6:15pm
742 0024

706 9764
604 1331
0771 709 3598
743 3159
706 6202

For enquiries about booking a wedding
or Christening please come to the church
on Thursday between 7pm – 7:30pm
to talk to Fr Andrew.

April’s edition of St. Mary’s
Magazine will be out on
Saturday 28th March
If you’d like to put something in
the magazine please email it to
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk
Or hand it to Aimée by
Sunday 15th March
Thank you

From the register
Funerals
Doreen Pearl WATERHOUSE (93)
Violet Hilda NICHOLAS (91)
Ernest Hugh FOSTER (86)
Arthur James JACKSON (88)
Roy Anthony UNDERHILL (76)
Frederick Henry RUSSELL (87)

FROM
THE
VICAR….
We are ‘Now
and not yet!’
people.
Easter people,
already saved
by Jesus, but still fallible, sinful, troubled, Lenten people, still needing
the forgiveness won by him on the Cross. We are entering the sixweek thoughtful, soul-searching, preparation time of Lent, but we
know that Easter is at the end. The first Christians had none of this
reassurance. As they heard Jesus telling them that he must suffer and
die, they could not believe their ears. He was, after all, the Messiah,
the chosen one. Then disbelief turned to horror, then fear, as Jesus
was falsely accused, condemned and treated to the worst kind of
death; then there came the weariness of bereavement, a sadness that
all their hopes were dashed.
It was in this state on the first Easter Sunday that a mysterious stranger
finds two disciples walking on their way home to Emmaus, several
miles from the horrific events outside Jerusalem (Luke 24 v 13-35).
Listening to their sad story, shockingly, Jesus uses the scriptures to turn
the story around, to explain God’s true purposes, and then reveal
himself in a prayer blessing their shared meal. Considering all this after
Jesus disappeared, the friends reflect: ‘Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening
the scriptures to us?’
What biblical text sets your heart on fire? This question is central to
our Lent course for 2020. Taking the Emmaus Biblical story as its
starting point, the course invites us to ‘open the scriptures’, read them
with both our hearts and our heads, and set both on fire. As ‘not there
yet’ people, we need the scriptures to fire us up to understand ourselves,
our neighbours and our world, to accept God’s forgiveness, and to
prepare us for the fullness of Christ’s Eternal Easter Life.

Come along to the Vicarage - 34 Dudley Park Road - on Fridays in Lent at
7.30pm (6th, 13th, 20th, 27th March & 3rd April) and explore God’s mystery
and presence, our relationships with him and other people, and how he saves
us by his love and sacrifice.
Join us to set your heart on fire afresh, readying your ‘not yet’ to be
transformed into true readiness for the Eternal ‘Now’ of Easter Morn.

Fr. Andrew

0121 707 6722

Time for a Smile
For her birthday I really annoyed my girlfriend by giving her a
box of Celebrations; I had changed all wrappers around, with the
result that she got her Snickers in a Twix
.......................................................................................................

A vicar at a small country parish was preparing to leave to take
up a challenging position at an inner- city church. At his leaving
party, a well-meaning lady told the vicar how much he would be
missed. “I doubt if we will get anyone as good as you” she said.
The vicar was flattered and said, “I am sure whoever comes
here will be a very caring person.” The lady responded and said,
“No, it’s always the same. I’ve been here for many years; during
which we have had at least six vicars and I can assure you that
each one has been worse than the one before.”
.......................................................................................................
The brain is amazing. It begins from the time we are born, and
works 24 hours a day 365 days a year, right up to the time you
get up to speak in public.

John Farrow

Placing an advert for a year cost just
£75 for a full page, £50 for half a page and
£25 for a third of a page.
If you are interested in placing an advert in this
magazine, then you can contact the editor via
email to discuss. The email address is
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk

I’d like to invite you this month to submit a 200word article to the magazine on the theme
“It happened to me” this could be recalling
some unusual, adventurous or
remarkable incident in your life.
Please hand them to me or email to
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk
I look forward to receiving your articles.
Aimée – Editor

We are now 4 days (or could be more depending on when
you’re reading this) into Lent and the Lent book produced
has been insightful so far.
For me Ash Wednesday starts after the Ashing service
and I have the mark of a cross on my forehead. I am now
ready for the next 40 days and 40 nights and working my
way through the book #Live Lent – Care for God’s
Creation

You can pick up a copy of the book from
St. Mary’s for only £1.99

Last year 63,778 shoeboxes were distributed, compared
with 51,315 in 2018.
An 11,000 increase and St. Mary's helped to do that.
The boxes, filled with love, went to children in Belarus,
Romania, Bosnia, Moldova and also this year Uganda
(together with all the bras for Develop with Dignity)
Please have a look at the Teams4U website
(https://teams4u.com/shoebox-appeal/) to see videos of
the deliveries being made and the smiles on the
children's faces.... makes it all worthwhile!!!

(Picture taken from video on YouTube)

And yes, we'll do it all again this year.
Thank You very much. Vivienne.

Dates for your diary
(Events at St. Mary’s unless stated)
March
1st St. Mary’s Festival Meeting @ 11.15am
3rd Children’s Worship Meeting at the Vicarage @

7.30pm
5th Thursday Lent Lunches begin at Methodist @ 121pm

6th World Day of Prayer at Holy Souls’ RC @ 2pm
Vicarage Lent Bible Studies begin @ 7.30-9pm
17th PCC – Accounts & Reports – Meeting Room @

7.30pm
29th St. Mary’s AGM @ 11.30am

April
4th Ladies Group Coffee Morning @ 10.30am-12.30pm

GENERAL PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
EXTENSIONS
ROOFING – BATHROOMS
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING
CARPENTRY – DOUBLE GLAZING
BLOCKED PAVED DRIVES
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK

44 ARDEN ROAD, ACOCKS GREEN, BIRMINGHAM, B27 6AQ
TELEPHONE: 0121 707 9077 MOBILE: 07768621617

Report on the Parochial Church Council Meeting held
on 13th February 2020

They also reported on recent storm damage (mainly the loss of
roof tiles) & repairs/improvements to the sound system.

As it was the day before Valentine’s Day Father Andrew briefly
talked about St. Valentine, linking it in to God`s love for the world
he had created, & prayed for the world & tonight`s meeting.

Current financial figures were not available as the end of year
accounts (2019) are being worked on and are nearly complete.
However, it was stated that the Common Fund Payments were
up to date & that payments for the church in Malawi, which
the Diocese as a whole support, had been delayed.

Apologies followed and then Father Andrew went through future
services & events as shown on the agenda with comments and
questions as appropriate. In particular he mentioned the Lent Bible
Studies at the vicarage on Friday evenings starting on the 6th March,
the usual Holy Week Services & the meetings of the new Yardley &
Solihull Deanery, including the appointment of a full time Area Dean.
The Chalice Assistants need to be authorised for 3 years by the
Bishop & it was agreed to put forward the 7 we currently have for
authorisation. As we are approaching the annual meeting the need for
various church officers from April was discussed & in particular new
PCC members & church warden (Roger is coming to the end of his
term of office). If anybody is interested please speak to Father
Andrew.
As safeguarding is important this is a regular item on the PCC agenda
at St. Mary`s. Details of Diocesan procedures for reporting serious
safeguarding issues were handed out to PCC members to read as these
need to be discussed & adopted at the next PCC with specific sub
committees of the PCC to be set up to deal with this. All PCC
members will need to undergo basic safeguarding training.
The churchwardens reported on the continuing excellent services at
St. Mary`s but again expressed concern about the low attendances
(not just the weather) & increasingly elderly congregation on
Sundays.

Father Andrew reported that an advert was now out for a new
vicar at St. Cyprian`s & St. Michael`s with interview dates
pencilled in. Mention was made of the community meeting on
Saturday 15th February at the Methodist Church, hoping to have
a community event in the summer embracing all faiths, those of
no faith & indeed all who live in Acocks Green.
A brief discussion about St. Mary`s becoming an Eco Church
was held, congratulations were expressed to Richard Booker on
being accepted for training for the Ordained Ministry &
disappointment expressed that the lettering had started to come
off the Vicar`s Board.
If you have any comments to make on anything the PCC has
discussed or you would like the PCC to discuss something let
me (email: garcrook@hotmail.com) or any member of the PCC
know.
The meeting ended with the Grace.

John Gardner, PCC Secretary

