
         

         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
       
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. MARY 
THE VIRGIN 

ACOCKS GREEN 

January and  
February 2023 

NEWS & VIEWS 

Open Church 
Saturday’s 10am – Noon. 

 
Come in and have a look around the church,  
take some time for quiet reflection or  
just pop in for a chat and hot drink.  
 
 To see the photos in the magazine in colour visit 

our website: 
 

www.stmarysacocksgreen.org 
 

You can also find out more about what we are up 
to, upcoming events and photos from previous 

events and celebrations 

                St. Mary’s are on Facebook 
To find out what’s happening at St. Mary’s and to see 
photos of events and amazing flower displays please visit 
our page. 

                                                                                                           
St Mary’s Church, Acocks Green 

 
 

If you are on Facebook, please like our page and 
share it with family and friends. 

 
 
 

 
 

 ORGANISATIONS 
(THESE ARE USUALLY HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM) 

 
SOCIAL (formally Ladies) GROUP 
First Tuesday of the Month                                       7:30pm                            
Val Corke                                                                708 0636 
 
CHOIR PRACTICE 
Thursday                                                                   11:15am 
David Streeter                                                          707 2219 
 
BROWNIES  
Friday                                                                          6:15pm      
Coral Redpath                                                         742 0024 
 
 

For enquiries about booking a 
wedding or Christening please call           

Phil Powell on 0121 604 1331 
 

£1 



 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As Fr. Andrew has now retired, if you have any 
enquiries please contact a church warden 

 

People 
 
Wardens:      Mr Phil Powell                604 1331 

           Dr Mark Cundy                                   707 2772 
 
 

Treasurers:    Mrs. Tina Sirett                     707 6843 
                      Miss. Victoria Mallinson              07739 964242 
 
Reader:        Mrs. Sheila Powell                               604 1331 
 
PCC              Mr. John Gardner           628 4173 
Secretary:              /07974 685777 

   

Thursday  
10am Eucharist 

Sunday 
10am Eucharist 

 
Morning Prayer – Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 9:00am 

Services 
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Dates for your diary 

(Held at St. Mary’s unless stated) 
January 
 
24th - 10am Acocks Green Partnership meeting 
28th - Prize Bingo 2pm – 4pm.  £6 Adults £3 Children.  Price includes 
refreshments of tea, coffee, squash & biscuits. One bingo book will also be 
included in price. Additional books can be purchased at £1 a book* 
 
February 
 
21st- Shrove Tuesday 
22nd - Ash Wednesday service - Time to be confirmed 
25th - Table Top Sale & Crafts 12pm – 2pm. Sellers £10 a table. Buyers 50p 
admission on the door. Refreshments will be served* 
 
 
*Contact Isobelle on 07917 332 422 to book a place for the Prize Bingo 
and/or a table for the Table Top Sale and Crafts. 
 
 
                                    

 
Strap Lines 

• Always look on the bright side. How nice it is that wrinkles 
don’t hurt! 

• Don’t confuse your path with your destination. Just 
because it’s stormy now doesn’t mean you aren’t heading 
for some sunshine. 

• Exercise works best early in the morning before your 
brain figures out what you're doing. 

• Good judgement comes from experience and a lot of that 
comes from bad judgement. 

• How easy it is to stop to think and then forget to start 
again. 

• Any organisation, small, large, commercial, or voluntary, 
that does not try constantly to renew itself is 
doomed. (Peter Nonsuch) 

• God is there whenever a human heart welcomes him in. 
• Honesty is undoubtedly the most important thing. 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Happy New Year. What will 2023 bring for you? At the start of the 
New Year usually resolutions are made and are made with good 
faith that you can see your resolution through to 31st December 
2023 however when you make the resolution do you think what a 
difference it can make to your life? Is it a resolution that you can do 
or have you set yourself a hard task? 
 
It’s easy to say “I’m going to stop biting my nails and then on the 3rd 
January you end up biting a nail and you think, oops I’ll have to start 
again and how many times within the year can you say oops I’ll 
have to start again. Resolutions can be made and broken however 
it’s important that you feel you are accomplishing it and it doesn’t 
have a negative effect.  
 
My resolution is to stop spending frivolously and live within my 
current means. This will be a challenge for me as I like buying 
things and treating those I love! I have discovered throughout the 
last 14 months that as much as I love material things (some I do 
need) I can live without several of them. Spending time with family 
and friends and making lasting memories is far more important than 
the shoes I’ll probably only wear twice!  
 
As the famous saying of When Life gives you lemons make 
lemonade I have decided that 2023 needs to be just that for me. 
God has a plan for me and he obviously felt he needed to shake me 
up and get me onto the path I am meant to be on. I can only hope 
that he leads me on this new path and by the time the 31st 
December 2023 comes I will know what God’s plan is for me and I’ll 
be following it. As a bonus I may even have some money in my 
account! 
 
Hope your year is everything you want it to be and more.  
 
Aimée 
 
P.S A holiday might be needed and considered a frivolous spend 
but it will also be a time to make memories therefore I feel I can 
justify it! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
As we enter 2023, let us focus not on worldly 
possessions, which bring only misery, but instead 
focus on storing up treasures in Heaven (Matthew 
6: 19 – 21), for these are the only treasures that will 
ever bring us time happiness, and they shall never 
perish (Matthew 6: 20; James 5: 2) 
 
Andrew Norris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are unsure or need to refresh your memory  
of the Bible passages referred to in the article by  
Andrew Norris you can pop in to St. Mary’s church 
(Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9am – 
9:30am, Thursday 10am – 11:30am, Saturday  
10am – Noon, Sunday 10am – 11:30am) and ask  
to look at a Bible so you can read the passages or  
you can visit the King James Bible online website: 
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org 
 
 

 
             
 
 
 
 

A thought for 2023 
 

I have written about many things in this magazine 
since I started writing several years ago. This time, 
however, I want to tell you about something that 
happened to me in December 2022, for it is 
something I feel we all need to remember.  
 
Throughout last year I had heard of celebrities and 
other affluent individuals complaining about how 
difficult their lives were. Despite living in expensive 
mansions and holidaying in exotic destinations, 
these people were still unhappy with their lives, and 
told us so through social media and other outlets.  
 
Then one day in December, I was on the Warwick 
Road when I saw a homeless man sitting on the 
pavement in the bitter cold. I gave him some money 
to help him, and his first words to me were, “God 
bless you”.  
 
The contrast between the two were stinking. On the 
one hand was a wealthy elite unhappy with their 
luxurious lifestyles, on the other a homeless man 
offering blessings to those who helped him. The 
experience reminded me of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus (Luke 16: 19 -31) but it also served as a 
reminder that wealth and material goods cannot 
bring us happiness (of Ecclesiastes 2: 1 – 11) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Discover who St. Valentine was 

Saint Valentine is the patron saint of love. Believers say 
God worked through his life to perform miracles and teach 
people how to recognize and experience true love. 

This famous saint, an Italian doctor who later became a 
priest, inspired the creation of the holiday of Valentine's 
Day. He was sent to jail for performing weddings for 
couples during a time when new marriages were outlawed 
in the ancient Rome. Before he was killed for refusing to 
renounce his faith, he sent a loving note to a child he had 
been helping to teach. 

Valentine wrote a last note to encourage Julia to stay close 
to Jesus and to thank her for being his friend. He signed 
the note: “From your Valentine.” That note inspired people 
to begin writing their own loving messages to people on 
Valentine’s Feast Day, February 14th, which is celebrated 
on the same day on which Valentine was martyred. 

Valentine was beaten, stoned, and beheaded on February 
14, 270. People who remembered his loving service to 
many young couples began celebrating his life, and he 
came to be regarded as a saint through whom God had 
worked to help people in miraculous ways. By 496, Pope 
Gelasius designated February 14th as Valentine’s official 
feast day. 

 
Will you perhaps send a valentine note?  
like the final note Valentine ever wrote. 

 
(Source - https://www.learnreligions.com/st-valentine-patron-
saint-of-love-124544) 

FROM THE REGISTER… 
 
Funerals  
 
Maxine Powis (71) 
David Redpath (68) 
Mike Kidd-White (78) 
Margaret Melia (82) 
 
 
Angel Fisher (17.5 weeks gestation) 
 

 
The March and April edition  
  of St. Mary’s Magazine will  

be out on 
Saturday 4th March 2023 

 
If you’d like to put something in         
the magazine please email it to 
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk  

or leave in the ‘M’ box at the 
 rear of church  

by Sunday 18th February 
Thank you 

 



 
 

 
 

Parochial Church Council Meetings held on the 10th 
November & 8th December 2022 

 
Both meetings were chaired by Cora and opened with prayer 
as we put God`s command to spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ at the centre of all our decisions. This was followed by 
looking at the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy 
and dealing with any action points arising. 
It was reported that the repair to the had been completed 
[thanks to Mike Mallinson for this] and the wardens & Mike 
had repaired some of the lights around the outside of the 
church, although more still need to be done, and the notice 
board by the Lych Gate needed to be cemented again as it 
was swaying slightly. Christmas lights had been put up in the 
churchyard plus a cross with lights. Obtaining our 
quinquennial report [a report every 5 years by the Diocese on 
the structure of the actual building] is underway.  
Future dates and notices, particularly arrangements for 
Christmas, were brought up, noted and discussed. Oversight 
ministry, where a group of churches cooperate and work 
together, has again made virtually no progress since our last 
PCC meeting. Our TCAP [Transforming Churches Action Plan] 
report had been received from Damien Herbert and together 
with our Profile had been submitted to the Area Dean for 
further progress in getting a new minister. On a more positive 
note progress is ongoing to obtain an artist to design & 
replace the baptismal font cover with the donation of 
£10,000.    
At both meetings the money in the various accounts St 
Mary`s have, was given to PCC members with details of 
large items of expenditure and income. 
 

It was reported that our finances were in a good position 
with full payment of our Common Fund Payments [CFP] for 
2022 to the Diocese to be made by the end of the year, 
although some money will have to be taken from reserves to 
do this – this is by far our largest expenditure as a church 
each year. All bills have been paid and there was continued  
discussion around how we deal with the increasing energy  
costs – we have received nearly £1,500 from the 
Archbishop`s Council via the Diocese to help with these costs.  
Our Common Fund Payments to the Diocese for 2023 will  
be £33,000, which hopefully we will be able to pay in full  
but cannot make any additional payments.    
Future fundraising was discussed, including Christmas 
events, more bingo, Table Top Sales, Pancake/Quiz Evening  
on Shrove Tuesday & Cream Teas on Mother’s Day. The  
money raised on past events was provided.  
Safeguarding was again briefly discussed at both meetings. 
We have moved forward as an Eco Church having been 
awarded a bronze award for most things and silver for the 
churchyard.  
The possibility of obtaining chairs with arms to help the  
less mobile members of the congregation sit and stand was  
briefly discussed and further details, including cost, will  
be obtained and brought back to a future PCC meeting.  
The possibility of having regular Bible Studies at St Mary`s  
was brought up and is being pursued. The Swan Group  
will be having a joint Lent Bible Study next year.   
If you have any comments to make on anything the  
PCC has discussed or you would like the PCC to discuss  
something let me or any member of the PCC know.   
The meetings ended with the Grace.  

                                                   John Gardner, PCC Secretary             
 



 
A selection of special days in  

January and February 
 
Please remember, the following is only a small selection of 
Christian festivals, saint days and other awareness days that you 
might not have thought of. You can find out more about each 
festival by using your favourite search engine or visiting a local 
library.  
 
January 
Love Your Liver Awareness Month – Organised by the British 
Liver Trust: https://britishlivertrust.org.uk/love-your-liver-month/ 
Veganuary ‘23: Launched in the UK in January 2014,  
6th: The Epiphany – The 3 Kings arrival.  
21st: Race Against Dementia Day is organised by a global 
charity founded by Sir Jackie Stewart OBE in 2016 to raise 
awareness and funds with the mission to advance worldwide 
research and development in the pursuit of a dementia cure or 
treatment. https://www.raceagainstdementia.com/ 
31st: Saint Máedóc of Ferns - 31 January 632 AD: 1,400 years 
of scams  
 
February 
 1st:  World Interfaith Harmony Week 
 2nd: Candlemas 
 4th:  International Day of Human Fraternity, World Cancer Day 
 7th:  Safer Internet Day 
 9th:  National Toothache Day 
11th: International Day of Women and Girls in Science 
13th: World Radio Day 
14th: Valentine's Day, International Book Giving Day 
15th: International Childhood Cancer Day 
17th: Random Acts of Kindness Day – What could you do? 
18th: Real Bread Week  
20th: World Day of Social Justice 
21st: Shrove Tuesday – Get creative with those pancakes! 
22nd: Ash Wednesday (the start of Lent), - Please join us for the 
Ashing service to make the period of Lent. World Thinking Day 
28nd: Rare Disease Day 
 



 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
To all my friends and members of St. Mary’s church. 
I have come to the decision that it is now time for me to 
move on to a church that is local to where I live. As some 
of you will be aware I recently haven’t attended St. Mary’s 
so often. My association with St. Mary’s goes back a long 
way, more years than I care to remember. Living in Olton 
from 1971, Jeff and I initially attended St. Margaret’s 
Church, but as the children wanted to belong to Brownies 
and Cubs we moved to the United Reform Church. I 
eventually returned to St. Mary’s in 1982, and for the last 
forty years have enjoyed being there, always a welcoming 
place to be.  
 
I would like to say many thanks for the wonderful support 
I received when my husband, Jeff, passed away. It was a 
great comfort at a very difficult and traumatic time during 
Covid.  
 
I have many happy memories being part of St. Mary’s, 
and I hope to keep in touch with several members of the 
congregation in the future. I have lived in Dorridge for 8 
years and have to admit I am finding the travelling to 
Acocks Green quite tiring. So farewell and fondest wishes 
to my lovely friends at St. Mary’s. 
 

Heather 
 

Placing an advert for a year cost just  
£30. The magazine is published  

6 times a year. O you can place a 1 off advert for £8.  
 

If you are interested in placing an advert in this magazine, 
then you can contact the editor via email to discuss. The 

email address is stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk 
 



 
Update from The Leprosy Mission to St. Mary’s 

 
Thank you so much for 
collecting stamps to raise funds 
for people affected by Leprosy. 
Over the years you have raised 
thousands of pounds and 
transformed lives across Africa 
and Asia – all with stamps. It’s been a joy to receive bags 
and parcels at the office, all packed and posted with love.  

 
In the last couple of years, the value of stamps has greatly 
reduced. Now that bar-coded stamps have been introduced, 
stamp value has been further decreased. Sadly, it has got to 
the point where there is not any money to be made in this 
area. It is therefore with sadness that we’ve made the 
decision to wind down stamp collections. We will continue 
to accept your collections until the 31st March 2023.  

 
With Blessings    
Peter Waddup 

 
 

 
If you have any stamps at home from off letters, 
Christmas cards, greeting cards, etc. please pop 
them in the box at the rear of church by the end 
of February so Viv will have chance to sort out 
the last collection of stamps from St. Mary’s to 

send to The Leprosy Mission before the 
deadline. Thank you.  

 
 

 
                                      FESTIVE FUN 
 

 
Feeling that church should be open to all on Christmas Eve, 
Michael, Aimée and I were inspired to offer a little festive 
fun in the shape of crafts, food and drink to all, free of 
charge. 
 
We were joined by friends and family from the 
congregation, which was lovely and we hope they enjoyed 
themselves, we certainly enjoyed their company. However, 
our delight was in the people previously unknown to us that 
tentatively entered church; the parents and children that 
absorbed themselves in crafts, moving from table to table 
excitedly as they created pictures, candle holders, baubles, 
decorated biscuits and chatted endlessly; the young man 
that had fallen on hard times, who talked openly about his 
situation, ate his fill and left with a far lighter heart than 
when he entered; the two ladies who were neighbours of a 
recently deceased member of the congregation who came 
to sit, admire the church and feel close to their late friend 
on this first Christmas without her; the couples that lived 
locally and had never been inside the church before, they 
chatted, had coffee and food, admired the architecture and 
ambience of the church and learned a little of the history of 
the beautiful building. 
 
When we reflected on the afternoon we were in awe at how 
God was so obviously present and touched the lives of those 
who visited St. Mary’s that Christmas Eve. 
 
Celia Mallinson 

 



 
Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

 
A big thank you to all who 
contributed in anyway by either 
preparing a box or donating for 
postage/transport. 1, 016 shoe 
boxes filled with love from our area 
were loaded onto the lorry for 
onward transport to Ukraine, for 
children there and to Moldova and 
Poland where Ukrainian children 
have been welcomed.  

Thank you,  
Vivienne Hill 

 
 
 
Helen, Linda, Chris and Dave Howe 

loading the lorry.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shoeboxes collected at 
church and blessed 
 
 

 
 
 

 
An amazing number of toys were donated to 

Birmingham City Mission and Mission Christmas this 
year. Thank you to everyone who donated gifts, in these 

hard times. This was the most amount of toys given 
from St. Mary’s and they were gratefully appreciated. A 
lot of children would be receiving a gift this year due to 

your generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
When reading the Bible, it is important to look out for the 
commonly used, three letter word 'but' – it is number 20 on the 
list of the most common words used in the Bible and appears 
nearly 4,000 times. It's one of my favourite words in the Bible 
because it usually marks a very important message that is best 
described as a 'Blessed Undeniable Truth' – or BUT - about God 
and his love for us. Here's a few BUTs from the Bible: 
  
Matthew 22:14: For many are invited, but few are chosen 
  
Ephesians 2:4-5: But because of his great love for us, God, who 
is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. 
  
Acts 3:15: You killed the author of life, but God raised him from 
the dead. 
  
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
Acts 2:24: But God released him from the horrors of death and 
raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip. 
  
Matthew 19:26: Jesus looked at them and said, 'With man this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible.' 
  
Timothy 2:9: And because I preach this Good News, I am 
suffering and have been chained like a criminal. But the word of 
God cannot be chained. 
   
There is a good collection of 20 Blessed Undeniable Truths from 
the Bible at 
https://carlagasser.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20-BUT-
GOD-BIBLE-VERSES-1-2.pdf - or better still, sit down and have 
a 'good read' of your Bible and see how many BUTs you can 
find. We have Bibles you can borrow if needed.  

 
Bob Peters from ACE Forum  

 
 

 



 
The Story of St. Pancras 

 
St. Pancras is a name usually associated with a railway station. 
This article concerns the Saint himself, and how he came to be 
associated with a London terminus.  

 
The life of St. Pancras is difficult to 
understand, as numerous legends 
about his life continue to circulate to 
this day. What is known is that St. 
Pancras was martyred around 304 
and buried on the Aurelian Way in 
Rome. A basilica was built over his 
tomb around 200 years later, and 
oaths taken here were considered 
legally binding.  
 

During his mission to Britain, St. Augustine of Canterbury 
dedicated a church to St. Pancras in Canterbury. Because of this, 
a church dedicated to St. Pancras soon appeared in London, and 
this church gave its name to a borough. Then, in 1868, the 
Midland Railway opened its terminus, which was named after 
the borough in which it stood – St. Pancras.  
 
Although St. Pancras is primarily remembered for lending his 
name to a railway station, the strength of oaths said in his name 
are a testament to the strength of his faith. This, together with 
the name of the terminus, will ensure that St. Pancras will never 
be forgotten.  
 

Andrew Norris 
 

 
Parochial Church Council Meeting held on the 

11th December 2022 
 
The PCC meeting on the 11th December was a special 
meeting held immediately after the morning service and 
heard from the Area Dean, Nick Parker. Dividing the Deanery 
into Oversight Areas [where groups of churches remain 
independent but cooperate through joint ventures & services 
and share skills, resources & people] is nearly complete. 
There will be 6 such areas in the Deanery and ours will be an 
expanded Swan Group, St. Mary`s, St. Cyprians & St. 
Michael`s, to which will be added St Benedict’s Small Heath, 
All Saints Stechford & St. Edburgha`s Yardley.   
 
Progress towards having a new vicar appointed is moving 
forward as our Profile, including TCAP [Transforming Church 
Action Plan], has been submitted and formal meetings now 
need to be held with the Archdeacon & Area Dean, where the 
legal process for appointing a new minister – the timetable, 
who actually appoints, the role of the Bishop & PCC, 
advertising the vacancy, interviews and actual appointment 
are explained. After the lengthy process of getting our profile 
& TCAP submitted it is hoped the remaining procedures 
needed will not be as long.    
 

John Gardner, PCC Secretary             
  

If you would like to know more about the profile and/or 
TCAP report please speak to either church warden  

(Phil and Mark) or Cora as PCC Vice chair

 


