
            
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  
  
  
  
  

           
           
           
           
           
           
           
      
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST. MARY 

THE VIRGIN 
ACOCKS GREEN 

June 2021 
NEWS & VIEWS 

    50p 

Placing an advert for a year cost just  
£75 for a full page, £50 for half a page and 

£25 for a third of a page. 
 

If you are interested in placing an advert in 
this magazine, then you can contact the editor 

via email to discuss. The email address is 
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk 

 

To see the photos in the magazine in colour 
visit our website: 

 
www.stmarysacocksgreen.org 

 
You can also find out about what’s happening 

and happened at St. Mary’s 

                St.  Mary’s are on Facebook 
To find out what’s happening at St. Mary’s and to see photos 
of events and amazing flower displays please visit our page. 

                                                                                                           
St Mary’s Church, Acocks Green 

 
 

If you are on Facebook, please like our page and 
share it with family and friends. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 

The following will resume after restrictions 
are lifted 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP 
SUNDAY AT 10AM IN THE CHURCH MEETING ROOM 

THE REVD. ANDREW BULLOCK        706 9764 
 
 

 ORGANISATIONS 
(THESE ARE USUALLY HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM) 

 
LADIES GROUP 
First Tuesday of the Month                                       7:30pm                            
Val Corke                                                                 708 0636 
 
CHOIR PRACTICE 
Thursday                                                                     6:30pm 
David Streeter                                                          707 2219 
 
BROWNIES  
Friday                                                                          6:15pm      
Coral Redpath                                                         742 0024 

People 
  

Vicar:           The Revd. Andrew Bullock                  706 9764 
            34 Dudley Park Road, B27 6QR 
 
Reader:        Mrs. Sheila Huckfield -Powell         604 1331 
   
 
Wardens:      Mr Phil Powell                604 1331 

           Dr Mark Cundy                                   707 2772 
 
 

Treasurers:    Mrs. Tina Sirett                     707 6843 
                      Miss. Victoria Mallinson                07739 964242 
 
PCC              Mr. John Gardner           628 4173 
Secretary:              /07974 685777 

   

Sunday 
Place to be booked by Friday on 706 9764 

10am     Parish Communion  

11am     Parish Communion  
 

Services 

For enquiries about booking a 
wedding or Christening please call           

Fr. Andrew on 0121 706 9764 
 

‘As we are open, the following services will take place.’ 
You can watch a service  

on our YouTube channel each week  



          
      

 
Elderflower, lemon and cherry cream flourless cake 

 
Ingredients 

• 6 large free-range eggs 
• 250g unsalted butter, softened 
• 250g caster sugar 
• Finely grated zest and juice 1 lemon 
• 250g ground almonds 
• 100g polenta 
• 300ml double cream 
• 4 tbsp elderflower cordial or liqueur 
• 6 tbsp cherry compote 

• Handful cherries to decorate 
 
You’ll also need… 

• 20cm diameter loose-bottomed cake tin, greased and lined 
 

Method 

1. Heat the oven to 170°C/150°C fan/gas 3½. Separate 4 eggs, then 
add the 2 whole eggs to the yolks. In a clean mixing bowl, whisk 
the egg whites with an electric mixer to medium peaks, then beat 
the butter and sugar in another mixing bowl until smooth and 
creamy. 

2. Bit by bit, add the egg yolk mix to the butter mixture, beating well 
after each addition. Beat in the lemon zest, juice, ground almonds 
and polenta. Using a large metal spoon, mix in some egg white, 
then gently fold in the rest. Pour the batter gently into the cake tin. 

3. Bake for 60-65 minutes until a skewer pushed in comes out clean. 
Turn out onto a wire rack and leave to cool. 

4. Meanwhile, in a mixing bowl, whisk the cream and elderflower to 
soft peaks using an electric mixer. Add 3 tbsp of the compote and 
whisk briefly. Dollop onto the cake, top with the cherries and 
drizzle with the remaining compote. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOOT PRACTITIONER 
VISITING SERVICE 

Barry Williams 
M.A.C.H/POD/G.C.S.H 

Appointments call: 
Tel 0121 707 6722 

Placing an advert for a year cost just  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Hymn for St. John's Eve, 29th June 
 

O sylvan prophet! whose eternal flame  
Echoes from Judah's hills and Jordan's stream;  

The music of our numbers raise,  
And tune our voices to thy praise.  

 
A messenger from high Olympus came  
To bear the tidings of thy life and name,  

And told thy sire each prodigy  
That Heaven designed to work in thee.  

 
Hearing the news, and doubting in surprise,  
His falt'ring speech in fettered accent dies;  

But Providence, with happy choice,  
In thee restored thy father's voice.  

 
In the recess of Nature's dark abode,  

Though still enclosed, yet newest thou thy God;  
Whilst each glad parent told and blessed  

The secrets of each other's breast. 
 

John Dryden 
 

 
                            
        
  

 
 
 

 
 

July’s edition of St. Mary’s 
Magazine will be out on      

Saturday 26th June 
 

If you’d like to put something in         
the magazine please email it to  
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk 

by Sunday 13th June 
Thank you 

 



 
  

                                                           
Oxymorons 

If a word is misspelled in the dictionary, how would we 
ever know? 

If Webster wrote the first dictionary, where did he find 
the words? 

Why do “fat chance” and “slim chance” mean the 
same thing? 

Why are a “wise man” and a “wise guy” opposites? 

Why do ‘tug’ boats push their barges? 

Why are they called ‘stands’ when they are made for 
sitting? 

Why is “phonetic” not spelled the way it sounds? 

If “work” is so terrific why do they have to pay you to 
do it?                                            

                                                                                       
Why do we put “suits” in garment bags and “garments” 

in suitcases? 

Why do we wash bath towels? Aren’t we clean when 
we use them? 

 
Thank you Kingsdown Messenger for these Oxymorons 

 
When you ask he delivers 

 
I had had a bad day, I mean a really bad  

day and to add to it on leaving work  
my bus was an hour late, it was pouring  
with rain, I was soaked right through and  

needed to get home quickly to my  
elderly Mom.   

By the time I reached Acocks Green  
I felt exhausted from the day’s events.  

I had to walk up Station Road to get home,  
I'm sure most of you know toward the top  

of this road there is a hilly bit,  
which I normally gallop up  

but on this day as I approached it  
it looked like a mountain, in my mind  

I said, "Lord I can’t do this",  
I know it sounds pathetic now but that  

is how low I was. 
The next thing I remember was standing  

at the top of that hill. I don’t remember how  
I got there at all but I know I felt lighter  
and stronger. I truly believe the Lord is  

always with us but I also know  
he gave me a much-needed helping  

hand that day. I will never forget it and  
this really happened to me!  

 
 

Sue Williams  
 



 
  

44 ARDEN ROAD, ACOCKS GREEN, BIRMINGHAM, B27 6AQ 
TELEPHONE: 0121 707 9077      MOBILE: 07768621617 

 

        GENERAL PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
         EXTENSIONS                                         
ROOFING – BATHROOMS 

     PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 
                 CARPENTRY – DOUBLE GLAZING 
                      BLOCKED PAVED DRIVES 
                  ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK 

JEFFRIES HARDWARE 
SHIRLEY ROAD 

Great Value and Service Every Time 
Proud to Support St. Mary's Church and             

our Local Community 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Report on the Parochial Church Council 
Meetings held on 18th March 2021  

& 12th May 2021 
 

I reported in the April 2021 magazine on our PCC 
meetings held in September 2020 & February 2021 and 
since then the PCC has met twice, both on the internet 
via Zoom in March & May 2021. 
Father Andrew opened the March meeting with prayer 
and details of forth coming events/services which were 
limited as the church building is currently closed for 
worship and most events are on hold. With vaccinations 
moving forward and churches allowed to open the 
decision was made to reopen St Mary`s for worship from 
Good Friday with COVID secure measures as we had 
done last time. 
 
Frost damage to the stonework by the Vicar`s Vestry 
door was reported and had been looked at. Problems 
remain with water leaking from the skylight in the 
meeting room, which is being looked into. Quotes for the 
repair meeting room floor were discussed and it was 
decided to see what could be claimed from the 
insurance company for the repair costs. On the financial 
front it was reported that our Common Fund Payments 
for 2021 were up to date. Mention was made about 
mental health problems arising during the pandemic. 
The new Area Dean is now in place & Sheila is now the 
Deanery Warden of Readers.   
 
At the May meeting the financial accounts for 2020 
were approved to go forward to the Annual Meeting at 
the end of May. 
 

 
Strap lines  

 
- Action may not always bring happiness; but there is no happiness 

without action. (Benjamin Disraeli) 
 

- Always tell the truth. It’s the easiest thing to remember. (David Mamet) 
 

- Christians need half an hour each day for prayer and reflection, except 
when they are busy – then they need an hour. (Francis de Sales) 

 
- If you don’t have a sense of humour, you probably don’t have much 

sense at all. 
 

- So far as the church is concerned, change is good ... but notes are 
better. 

 
- Staying in bed shouting ‘Oh my God’ will never replace going to church 

to worship him. 
 



 
   

The finances are in a good position. Expenditure 
exceeded income by just over £4,000 compare to 
£3,000 for 2019. Reserves are more than adequate to 
cover this. Giving was down compared to 2019, 
although some expenditure was as well, especially the 
cost of heating & lighting. Fundraising income was 
severely hit with the amount received for 2020 only a 
fraction of that raised during 2019. However St Mary`s 
benefited from a large legacy during 2020. 
 
The costly repairs, which are not entirely satisfactory, to 
the meeting room roof were discussed and need to be 
resolved before the repairs to the skylight, which were 
agreed, can go ahead. The insurance company have 
agreed to cover the cost of the repairs to the meeting 
room floor, subject to St Mary`s paying the excess on 
the claim, but this can only go ahead once the roof 
problems have been sorted and the skylight repaired.     
 
If you have any comments to make on anything the PCC 
has discussed, or not discussed, or you would like the 
PCC to discuss something let me or any member of the 
PCC know.   
 

John Gardner, PCC Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 
 “The Pilgrim’s Regress” by C.S. Lewis  

C.S. Lewis wrote many books during his lifetime, including 
The Chronicles of Narnia, The Cosmic Trilogy and Mere 
Christianity. But his first book, published in 1933 was The 
Pilgrim’s Regress, an allegory modelled on The Pilgrim’s 
Progress by John Bunyan.  
 
Lewis’s book tells the tale of John, a man from the land of 
Puritania, who sets off in search of a beautiful island he saw 
in his youth. Along the way, he encounters a variety of 
characters, such as Mr. Enlightenment, Mother Kirk, and Mr. 
sensible and experiences memory trials before ultimately 
returning to what he wanted all along – to be close to the 
landlord (the books allegory for God). 
 
As well as being C.S. Lewis’ first work of fiction, The 
Pilgrims’ Regress is also notable for featuring many of the 
themes and images that would later appear in The 
Chronicles of Narnia like Digory in “The Magician’s Nephew”, 
John has a disreputable Uncle; Mr Enlightenment’s anti-
religious tirades foreshadow the Queen of Underland in “The 
Silver Chair”, and Aslan’s country in “The Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader” beers a strong resemblance to the Eastern 
Mountains of this book. 
 
If you are a fan of The Pilgrim’s Progress or The Chronicles 
of Narnia, this book will prove an interesting read, and is a 
must for admirers of C.S. Lewis. 
 
Andrew Norris  
 
 



 
 

We are all in it together 
 
In the May edition of our Parish magazine there were 
three different articles that spoke to me and confirmed 
my deepest belief – That we are all unique people, all 
fellow members of the human race. We can never be 
lazily stereotyped.  
 
In Andrew Norris’s article about Jonah he shows us  
God’s love for each one of us, whoever we are. ‘have 
compassion for everyone, be kind and patient to friend 
and stranger alike.’ 
 
Hazel Norris spells out her simple guide to daily living 
stressing that we are all members of one race – the 
human race. 
 
And John Gardner’s article about a tongue in the cheek 
notice on a church door confirmed that we are all 
welcome into God’s house, whoever we are. The notice 
lists all who are welcome – young, old, men, women, 
gay, straight, shy, boisterous, junk food eaters, 
vegetarians, etc, etc listing all sorts of people in a very 
amusing way. Everyone is welcome because we are all 
unique human beings lovingly created by God.  
 
It is so lazy to stereotype someone – you hear it all the 
time. Women drivers! Men – they are hopeless! the 
children of today! young people! he’s Asian what can 
you expect!   
 
Half the time we don’t even know we are doing it. We are     
just not seeing the person as an individual we are just 
 

 
labelling them by gender, age, race or background and 
make judgement.  
 
It came home to me one day on the way home from a 
day’s teaching in the East End of London in the 1960’s.  
 
I was waiting at the bus stop and a group of ‘skinheads’ 
came and sat on the wall near the bus stop. They began 
shouting at the people passing by. I was terrified. All I 
could see was a mob of things making threatening 
remarks.  
 
Then, a blind man joined the bus queue. Eventually the 
bus arrived and as soon as it stopped one of the 
skinheads jumped off the wall and rushed to help the 
blind man on to the bus.  
 
I felt so ashamed. I had decided this unruly mob were all 
dangerous thugs. I hadn’t seen that they were each 
individuals with their own characters. And among them 
was a very compassionate young man.  
 
I was bought up to treat all people as individuals and it 
hurts me so much inside when people do assume 
because you are old you are like this, because you are 
black you are like that, because you are Muslim you are 
like this. It is ridiculous when you spell it out. But it is 
something we all tend to do. It is so much more fun, 
more interesting to get to know each person for who they 
are.  
 
Each of us is an individual human being. Something we 
all know but can so easily forget.  
 

Canon Kate 
 


