Hopefully to resume soon

Open Church
Saturday 10am – Noon.
Come in and have a look around the church, take some
time for quiet reflection or just for a chat and cup of tea.

ST. MARY
THE VIRGIN
ACOCKS GREEN

To see the photos in the magazine in colour
visit our website:
www.stmarysacocksgreen.org
You can also find out more about what we
are up to, upcoming events and photos from
previous events and celebrations

St. Mary’s are on Facebook
To find out what’s happening at St. Mary’s and to see
photos of events and amazing flower displays please visit
our page.

Hopefully will resume soon

St Mary’s Church, Acocks Green

If you are on Facebook, please like our page and
share it with family and friends.

NEWS & VIEWS
December 2020/
January 2021
50p

The following services will resume as soon as
possible in the meantime you can watch a service
on YouTube each week

Services
Parish Communion

11am

Parish Communion

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
SUNDAY AT 10AM IN THE CHURCH MEETING ROOM
THE REVD. ANDREW BULLOCK
706 9764

Sunday
10am

The following will resume after restrictions are
lifted

ORGANISATIONS
(THESE ARE USUALLY HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM)

(Family Service 1st Sunday in the Month)

People

LADIES GROUP
First Tuesday of the Month
Val Corke

7:30pm
708 0636

CHOIR PRACTICE
Thursday
David Streeter

6:30pm
707 2219

BROWNIES

Vicar:

The Revd. Andrew Bullock
34 Dudley Park Road, B27 6QR

Reader:

Mrs. Sheila Huckfield -Powell
Mr. Martin Willetts

706 9764
604 1331
0771 709 3598

Wardens:

Mr Phil Powell
Dr Mark Cundy

604 1331
707 2772

Treasurer:

Mrs. Tina Sirett

707 6843

PCC
Secretary:

Mr. John Gardner

628 4173
/07974 685777

Friday
Coral Redpath

6:15pm
742 0024

For enquiries about booking a
wedding or Christening please call
Fr. Andrew on 0121 706 9764

Dates for your Diary
All dependent on government rules at the time:
DECEMBER
From 6th onwards – Sunday Services – 10am & 11am
24th Midnight Mass – 11.30pm
25th Christmas Communion – 10am
[Sadly, due to current restrictions, it will not be possible to hold our
Christmas Carol Service or Children’s Crib Service.]

Time for a smile!
How does Moses like his tea?
Hebrews it.
*********************
I was addicted to the Hoki Koki but now I have turned it
around
(Above jokes Submitted by Dave Perry)

How do groups of angels greet each other?
Halo, halo, halo!
The
nativity play was going as planned and Joseph and
Mary were going from house to house knocking on
the doors and asking it there was any room for
them. As they continued to get ‘no room’ answers a
little voice called from the back,
‘You should have booked!’

*******************

February’s edition of St.
Mary’s Magazine will be out on
Saturday 30th January

0121 707 6722

If you’d like to put something in
the magazine please email it to
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk
by Sunday 10th January
Thank you

When I was a youngster in the church choir at Emmanuel
Sparkbrook many years ago the highlight of any Christmas was
the annual pilgrimage of the church choir round the parish
carol singing. The choir would gather under a street lamp,
hymn books at the ready and the non- singers would go with a
collecting box knocking the doors. This was gratefully enjoyed
by the housebound and there were 2 houses where we would
all pile in for tea and mince pies.
There were 2 licensed premises where we had to sing in the
foyer and it was surprising how long it took the vicar to go
around with his collecting box!!
Many happy memories.
Pat Mudway

GENERAL PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
Placing an advert for a year cost just
£75 for a full page, £50 for half a page and
£25 for a third of a page.
If you are interested in placing an advert in this
magazine, then you can contact the editor via
email to discuss. The email address is
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk

EXTENSIONS
ROOFING – BATHROOMS
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING
CARPENTRY – DOUBLE GLAZING
BLOCKED PAVED DRIVES
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK

44 ARDEN ROAD, ACOCKS GREEN, BIRMINGHAM, B27 6AQ
TELEPHONE: 0121 707 9077 MOBILE: 07768621617

Hidden Heroes
‘Hero’ is a word that I think is often used but
not always in its true context.
I.E. A hero in a comic/magazine is seen as
someone who has special powers and does
good deeds to show off these powers.
Across Birmingham we are lucky to have
many hidden Heroes who without any special
powers do good deeds and without pomp and
circumstance.
These people could be volunteers from very
worthy countrywide sectors such as our
lifeboat crews, members of St. John Ambulance
and Red Cross Brigades, Hospital volunteers
all giving much needed aid and succour to
those in distress.
I am in no way a Hero but I do try and help
others when and where I can. During these
very times our little corner of Acocks Green
have come together to watch over neighbours
to fetch shopping and help each other if one of
us is poorly.
One thing I have really missed is my knitting
group founded five years ago –

well it started as just a knitting group but
it is now much more than that, we have
seen very strong bonds of friendships
grown within the group, we care and
watch over each other supporting one
another during illness or crisis. We have
taught our skills to others and in turn put
those skills into good use by making items
for the homeless across the city. For the
past three years we have been donating for
several Neo Natal Units in our city and
beyond. This has given much pleasure and
risen the mental health of some members
of our community who otherwise would
feel isolated.
Little actions can turn in to big deeds and
these deeds have helped a great number of
our community – never underestimate
what one kind word or action can do.
Our Lord Jesus was a real Hero helping
The Sick, disadvantaged and the poor. I
take my inspiration from him

Hazel Norris

Until you are able to get back in St. Mary’s to worship you can
find the Sundays service on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBZMXke016hx51IgxNprKg/featured)

(Please note this is how it looks accessing YouTube on a laptop)
And if you’d like the service
materials to follow along the
service it is uploaded on to
our website each week. –
http://www.stmarysacocksgreen.org

We also hold a Zoom “Cuppa and Chat” on a Sunday at
11:15am, if you would like to join us please use this link https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76475180821?pwd=N3lPWFlJQUp
Eci9xRkV6K01aODJ1dz09

Until the day we can reopen the doors of St. Mary’s please
continue worshipping with us in this way.

Beryl Tompkins
David and I joined St. Mary's in 1997 and were warmly
welcomed by Father Richard, Cora and Beryl. David already
knew Beryl through the Additional Curates Society, where
his work dealt with church treasurers. Since Beryl lived near
us, we became friends and met Harry, who had a wonderful
sense of humour.

After Harry died and Beryl eventually gave up driving, we
became closer. We drove her to church in bad weather –
although she insisted on walking when she could, mostly on
Thursdays, being determined to be as independent as
possible! We took her shopping on Tuesdays and became
well known at Morrisons – several of the staff asked after her
and sent best wishes when she was in Evergreen.
We will always remember her kindness when after my fall in
2014, I was confined to bed for a few weeks, she made a
shepherd’s pie on two
occasions to
help David out
owing to his
limited culinary
ability! We helped
her when
we could, and I called
round
on several occasions when
we felt that she needed a little
more
company and support.
We will miss her very much
and feel privileged to have
been her friends.
Alicia Streeter

Robert Charles Wallis Smith RIP – 1927 - 2020
Robert was born in Solihull, brought up in a happy pre-War childhood
with sisters Mary (sadly deceased) and Elizabeth. Attending Solihull
School, one of his teachers fostered Robert’s interest in Shakespeare.
In February 1945, Robert joined the Merchant Navy and over the
following four years journeyed on: the ‘Empire Rawlinson’, ‘Prometheus’
and the ‘Ajax’, taking him around the world, highlights being the Panama
and Suez Canals! This sometimes put him in danger, but he then felt his
mother was praying for him. On leaving the Merchant Navy, Robert
joined Lloyds Bank till retiring in 1994, completing over 45 years from
bank clerk to assisting branches with their computer systems.
Robert married Pauline in 1963. They have 2 children: Colin and
Rosemary and 3 grandchildren: Hannah, Lauren and Emily. Sadly,
Pauline and Robert later parted, and Robert felt that he entered ‘the
wilderness years’ until he met Margaret in Sidmouth in 1998. They
married in June 2000.
Faith was very important to Robert throughout his life. Beginning at St.
Alphege, Robert was a Choirboy and Server and indispensable to Rector
Harry Hartley. Over the years, he attended a number of churches in
Shirley and Solihull, including Solihull Methodist Church, where he also
helped in the Coffee Shop. Robert really enjoyed reading the lesson and
leading Intercessions. Here, Robert has been a great supporter of St.
Mary’s charities, especially the Christmas Shoeboxes, helping families
across Eastern Europe.
Robert enjoyed gardening and opera, and had a lovely voice. He enjoyed
reading history, Shakespeare, and art books, latterly enjoying Agatha
Christie films. Behind the scenes, he and Margaret have supported many
people with their visits, phone-calls, lifts and other helpful ways. In
summary, Robert was ‘a true gentleman’!
Fr Andrew

A Poem for Robert
In these trying times,
We think of those we love
And those we have lost.
Robert was so kind and caring
With a lovely smile.
Family and friends will always miss him.

He and Margaret were each other’s rock.
He was strong to the end.

He touched those who loved him.
Trees will grow in his memory

And the flowers will bloom in the spring.
He will be sadly missed.
God Bless Robert and Margaret

Love Wendy

Finance Report
I think you will all join me in saying that the events of 2020 have
taken us by surprise but as time ticks on we`re becoming
increasingly aware that this is going to be our new norm for a
little while. Knowing this though, we are in a fortunate position
to be able to plan for what lies ahead for the remainder of 2020
and into 2021.
Looking at the year to date figures as they stand at the end of
October 2020 income is down by £7,950.87. This figure includes
all planned and cash giving as well as fundraising. That’s a lot
less in the bank account compared to this time last year.
There is currently £6,052.00 left to pay to the Common Fund
over the next 2 months which is going to be tough. The
Common fund total for 2020 is £35,000.00 and we`ve done
great so far to keep up the payments along with all the bills but
as the amount in the bank account is dwindling it is time for
some action.
Thank you to everybody who has contributed to fundraise for
Church Funds over the last 6 months, every penny has really
helped, and I encourage all the congregation to support as
many of these as possible. I was thinking about the events that
we`ve missed over the last 6 months – Garden Party, Flower
Festival, Carnival, Harvest Festival, Autumn Fayre, Village in
Bloom - then I was thinking of the amount of money I would
have spent preparing for and spending at these events. I
personally haven`t contributed anywhere near that amount of
money to Church Funds so far this year.

Situations have changed but I urge everyone to think
about what they can give to help, whether that be a
fundraising idea, being added to the Gift Aid scheme or
putting some cash into the bank account, and to act on
this as soon as possible.

When it comes to our charitable giving this has also seen
a decrease. As the Bonus Ball ceased, we have made
reduced payments to the charities this year, but we will
need to adapt if we would like to make any payments at
all potentially in 2021. If anybody would like to donate to
any charity that we would traditionally support over the
next couple of months please feel free to deposit this into
the Church bank account, with the charity as the
reference, and we`ll make sure that these are all
combined and paid over before the end of the year.
Proactively giving to Church in any way that we can is an
investment for future worship and fellowship that we all
benefit from and will mean that the Church can continue
to be the pillar of the community that we all need.
Thanks
Toria Mallinson, PCC Treasurer

Toy Link Birmingham City Mission (BCM)
Every Christmas BCM provide gifts to around 3,000
children in our city. These children would otherwise not
receive Christmas presents.
As ever St. Mary's people have been very generous with
donations of gifts which will be delivered to The Clock
Tower in Langdon St the BCM headquarters.
Special thanks to Isobelle who arranged for 7 boxes of new
books to be donated by the Mobile Library Service.
Also special thanks to Christina who prepared some lovely
hampers full of goodies.

Please continue to save postage stamps at home for
Leprosy Mission
They sell the used stamps to aid their valuable work.
Thank You All, Vivienne

Christmas Shoebox Appeal.
We sent 29 boxes from St. Mary's filled with love to be
added to others prepared in the area. Hopefully some boxes
are to be sent to Belarus, Moldova and Bosnia. Other
destinations to be decided subject to Covid restrictions.
Thanks to all at St. Mary’s who support the Shoebox Appeal
and as always have been generous with donations for goods
and postage and preparation of boxes. I shall let you know
our final total in the next magazine.
Chris Howe also prepared Baby Boxes- they contain
everything needed for a newborn baby - and are distributed
around the world. I have passed on to her lots of
beautiful knitting prepared by the "Nifty Needles" A group
who knit for charity. Our link with
them is via Andrew Norris whose Mum is part of the group.
If you have any spare wool please give this to Andrew so
that this fabulous work can continue.
Develop With Dignity

By the way I am still collecting old bras that you may have
to support theeams4U Develop with Dignity appeal for
Uganda.
Thank You All, Vivienne

From the register

Did you know?
I imagine if someone asked you to name songs that the
Church of England are co-owners of you’d probably say
something like, Morning has broken, Jerusalem, The Angel
Gabriel, It came upon a Midnight clear basically all the hymns
and carols you hear sung in church or by Christian musicians
and you would be absolutely correct. However they are also
co-owners in some well-known chart toppers due to
investing in companies such as Hipgnosis, who buy up rights
to mega songs. This was a surprise to me however it shows
that the Diocese are moving with the times and branching
out!
The chart topper songs that the Church of England are co owners of are Justin Timberlake’s “SexyBack”, Beyoncé’s
“Single Ladies” and Rihanna’s “Umbrella”. Hipgnosis also
spent money buying shares in Boyz II Men’s “End Of The
Road”, Whitney Houston’s “I’m Your Baby Tonight” and
Bobby Brown’s “Don’t Be Cruel”, as well as music by Blondie,
Barry Manilow and Mark Ronson.
This was a great investment by the church of England
because every time someone plays one of these songs the
Church of England benefits due to their investment in
Hipgnosis.
Therefore if you haven’t listened to these songs before or
enjoy listening to them then get listening online!!

Funerals
Robert Charles Wallis SMITH (93)
Mary Florence PERRY (80) Ashes
William Thomas ‘Bill’ JACKSON (87)

(Answers to the quiz are on the separate sheet of paper)
1) Which country donates the Christmas tree in Trafalgar
Square?
2) Where did Joseph, Mary and Jesus travel after leaving
Bethlehem?
3) Who is the patron saint celebrated on the 26th December?
4) Who banned Christmas carols after the English Civil War in
1647?
5) What colour are mistletoe berries?
6) What are the most two popular phrases on Christmas gift
cards?
7) By when should Christmas decorations come down,
according to UK traditions?
8) Why do we give chocolate coins for Christmas?
9) Which reindeer name means “thunder”?
10) What is the name of Ebenezer Scrooge’s partner in A
Christmas Carol?
11) In the poem ‘The Night Before Christmas’, what did
children have visions of?
12) What year was ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas?’ written?
13) Who said “God bless us, every one!”?
14) What sort of spirit is Clarence in It’s a Wonderful life?
15) Which carol was originally named One horse open sleigh?
16) Which carol brings you tidings of comfort and joy?
17) Which saint introduced carols in churches?
18) What was Christmas pudding originally made of?
19) What is wassailing?
20) When was Christmas first celebrated in the UK?

Have a go at making your own playdough and
creating Christmas scenes from it. You could
make your own Christingle, nativity scene or
Christmas tree! Let your creative side out!!!
Method

Christingle Cake
Ingredients

Method

Orange sponge

1. Get ready to bake: Preheat the oven to 170°C/340°F. Grease
the Large Hemisphere Cake Pan thoroughly and sprinkle with a
light dusting of flour.

340g soft butter or margarine,
plus extra to grease
340g self-raising flour, plus extra to dust
340g caster sugar
6 large free-range eggs
Zest of two large oranges
1 tsp vanilla extract

Frosting
250g icing sugar
80g unsalted butter
20 ml milk
2 tablespoons Marmalade

Orange sponge
500g of ready-to-roll Orange icing

Christingle decorations
Christingle candle
12cm square of Tin foil
4 wooden skewers
4 x marshmallows
4 x fruity pastilles
(or other sweets of similar size)
4 x dried apricots
30cm Diameter cake board (optional)

Special Equipment:
Electric whisk or freestanding
electric mixer
Large hemisphere cake tin

2. Make the cakes: Beat the butter, sugar and orange zest together
with an electric whisk or freestanding electric mixer until light and
fluffy. Beat the 6 eggs together in a jug, then pour into the butter &
sugar mixture bit by bit until well incorporated. Then fold in the flour
& vanilla extract gently using a spatula or large metal spoon until
you have a smooth batter (be careful not to overmix).
3. Bake the cake: Pour the mixture into the cake tin, scraping
the bowl with a spatula. Balance the tin on a round cake tin for
stability and bake for around 60 minutes on the middle shelf of
the oven. Leave in the tin until completely cool, then turn out onto
a cooling rack.
4. Make the frosting: Beat together the butter and icing sugar until
roughly combined, then beat in the milk until the frosting is smooth.
Whisk on a high speed for 5 minutes until light and fluffy then add
the marmalade and whisk for another 2 minutes.
5. Frost the cake: Using a pallet knife, cover the cake dome with
the orange frosting. Roll out the orange icing until about 35cm
Diameter. Place onto the cake, gently smooth from the top
downwards and trim away any excess icing from the bottom so
you are left with an orange dome for your Christingle. Place the
cake on your cake board.
6. Christingle time!: Wrap a red ribbon around the base of your
orange cake. Place the square of foil on the top and push the
candle into the centre of the cake, as you would do with a normal
Christingle. Poke a marshmallow, pastille and apricot onto each
skewer and then stick in each corner of the cake to resemble the
cocktail sticks and fruits of a Christingle.
7. Serve the cake: You can light the candle and admire
your Christingle cake in all its glory before cutting and
serving slices to your hungry congregation, family
or community group. Enjoy!

1) Place 2 cups of plain flour in to a bowl
2) Mix in 2 tablespoons of oil
3) Make up 1⁄2 cup of coloured water (liquid food
colouring works well)
4) Add to the flour and oil mix*
5) Mix well.
*If you want to add glitter add it now.
We would love to see your creations so please share them
with us via email – stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk or on
Facebook –
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryschurchacocksgreen

Christmas Trivia
Compiled by Andrew Norris M.A
The name Santa Claus comes from “Sinte Klaas”, the
Dutch dialect form of the name of St. Nicholas
Santa Claus (as Father Christmas) appears as a
character in “The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe”
by C.S. Lewis
As well as “A Christmas Carol”, Charles Dickens wrote
several other Christmas stories, including “Christmas
Ghosts” and “The Haunted Man”
“Christmas at Cold Comfort Farm” is a short story,
written in 1959 by Stella Gibbons as a prequel to her
1932 novel “Cold Comfort Farm”.
There is a chapter in “Moby Dick” entitled “Merry
Christmas”, in which the Pequod sets sail on
Christmas Day.
“Sir Gawain and the Green Knight”, a poem written in
the Middle Ages, is partially set in Camelot during
Christmastime.
In the 1960’s, The Go-Go’s released a single called
“I’m Going To Spend My Christmas With a Dalek” (and
it is very cheesy!)

Virtual Carol Service

From Sally Churchus, ACE chair
If you usually enjoy singing at a Carol
Service then http://www.whychristmas.com
may be of interest this year. It is one of the
largest Christmas information websites on the
web and was launched 20 years ago by James
Cooper – a self-confessed ‘Christmas Nut’, and
Christian. The website was originally designed
for school children as some of his friends
who were teachers wanted a site that was
child friendly and wasn’t trying to sell
something. However, there is now a wide
variety of fun and interesting content suitable
for both adults and children.
Sections include Christmas Traditions and
Customs, Christmas around the World, The
Christmas Story and Christmas Fun and
Activities. This last section includes an online
Advent calendar and an online Carol Service
where you can listen to the carols and/or join
in! The service lasts about 35 minutes. You
can see the words of the carols and readings
by scrolling down the page. In the absence of
many Carol Services this year, it would be a
good alternative for many people – especially
if you want to sing!

