Open Church
Saturday 10am – Noon.
Come in and have a look around the church, take some
time for quiet reflection or just for a chat and cup of tea.

ST. MARY
THE VIRGIN
ACOCKS GREEN

To see the photos in the magazine in colour
visit our website:
www.stmarysacocksgreen.org
You can also find out more about what we
are up to, upcoming events and photos from
previous events and celebrations

St. Mary’s are on Facebook
To find out what’s happening at St. Mary’s and to see
photos of events and amazing flower displays please visit
our page.
St Mary’s Church, Acocks Green

If you are on Facebook, please like our page and
share it with family and friends.

NEWS & VIEWS
50p

August/September
2020

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP

Services

SUNDAY AT 10AM IN THE CHURCH MEETING ROOM
THE REVD. ANDREW BULLOCK
706 9764

Sunday
8am

10am

Holy Communion

ORGANISATIONS

Parish Communion

(THESE ARE USUALLY HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM)

(Family Service 1st Sunday in the Month)

Thursday

10am Holy Communion

Monday – Friday

9am Morning Prayer

People

LADIES GROUP
First Tuesday of the Month
Val Corke

7:30pm
708 0636

CHOIR PRACTICE
Thursday
David Streeter

6:30pm
707 2219

BROWNIES
Friday
Coral Redpath

Vicar:

The Revd. Andrew Bullock
34 Dudley Park Road, B27 6QR

Reader:

Mrs. Sheila Huckfield -Powell
Mr. Martin Willetts

Wardens:

Mr. Roger King
Mr. Hugh Kennedy

Treasurer:

Mrs. Tina Sirett

07982 241308

PCC
Secretary

Mr. John Gardner

628 4173/
07974 685777

6:15pm
742 0024

706 9764
604 1331
0771 709 3598
743 3159
706 6202

For enquiries about booking a wedding
or Christening please come to the church
on Thursday between 7pm – 7:30pm
to talk to Fr Andrew.

FROM THE VICAR….

From the register
Funerals
Patricia Ann MATTHEWS (84)
Ronald David PRICE (90) (Ashes)
Gilbert GREEN (88) (Ashes)
Elaine Elizabeth PARRY (48)

October’s edition of St. Mary’s
Magazine will be out on
Saturday 26th September
If you’d like to put something in
the magazine please email it to
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk
by Sunday 13th September
Thank you

This is such an unusual time with so many changes and limitations to
current life, it causes one to pause and take stock. We realise what we
have taken for granted in everyday life: seeing our families, work,
shopping, holidays, all in some form or another snatched away!
I wrote last month about missing being in our Church building and
how wonderful it would be when we are back in there. Though still
restricted, we rejoice (quietly!) that we have returned to church to
worship once more. But there are yet other things missing from
church life: events.
In the early summer every other year we have our St. Mary’s Festival.
For years it was an opportunity to show off flowers and flower
arranging. More recently, whilst including flowers, we have
expanded the ideas to include objects and photos which can display a
theme idea. Nature, people, history, all sorts of themes have been
followed, but all with some aspect of the faith explored alongside.
Schools’ and uniformed organisations’ displays have been included,
local art and craft, Village in Bloom and other community groups.
The weekend gave us the opportunity to welcome dance displays and
music groups by children and adults, and generally open our doors to
different people and different activities. All of this to show the
breadth of God’s creative spirit within the world.
St. Mary’s Festival will not physically happen this year, but Covid-19
cannot dampen the creative, and Aimée, our Magazine Editor, has
gathered material to form a Virtual St. Mary’s Festival within this
magazine. Explore past festivals and be reminded of their joys,
colours and creativity. Take a virtual festival trip and know again
something of our links to so many people and aspects of our
community.
Through all that is beautiful our God makes himself known. Our
Festivals celebrate all of that and enable us to know with the Psalmist:
‘All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
And all your faithful shall bless you.’ Psalm 145 v 10 (NRSV)

Fr. Andrew

Placing an advert for a year cost just
£75 for a full page, £50 for half a page and
£25 for a third of a page.
If you are interested in placing an advert in this
magazine, then you can contact the editor via
email to discuss. The email address is
stmarymagazine@yahoo.co.uk
0121 707 6722

If you ever need clear instructions about how we should be living
out our day to day lives as Christians, particularly during the current
pandemic, you need look no further than the well-known passage
from 1 Corinthians 13 v4-7 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.”
This sets out clearly how we should be acting in our dealings with
other people – our actions, the words we speak, our attitude to others
and, perhaps most importantly, what we think of other people (does
this matter you may say as only you know what you are think, but
God knows – a very sobering thought indeed!)
God demands perfection & a blameless life in all we do if we are to
receive eternal life. If we apply the words of the above passage from
Corinthians to every aspect of our lives we will soon realise how far
short we fall from what God expects of us and there is nothing we
can do by ourselves to put this right. However by accepting that
Christ died for our sins and acknowledging and confessing our sins
day by day with a resolve to do better we can achieve that perfection
& a place in Heaven. No matter how many times we fall short of
what God calls us to be, He will always be there ready & waiting
with arms outstretched to forgive us & welcome us back into His
Presence, if only we will acknowledge our wrong doings.
May we all experience that joy of knowing day by day forgiveness
of our sins & His presence in our lives no matter what we may be
facing.
John Gardner

Time for a smile
While repairing a picture frame, a lady had to replace some chipped
gold leaf. She asked at the hardware shop, “Do you have any gilt?”
The shopkeeper replied. “Sometimes it’s overwhelming,”

........................................................................................................
A one-pound coin met a twenty-pound note and said, "Hey, where
have you been? I haven't seen you around here much." The twentynote answered, "I've been everywhere - hanging out at the casino, I
went on a cruise and did all the tours, then back home for a while,
before going to a few theatre shows and shopping expeditions. And
how about you?" The one-pound coin replied, “Oh nothing much,
just the same old routine - church, church, church."

........................................................................................................
The magistrate was in a happy mood when he asked the man who
was in the dock, "What are you charged with?" The man replied,

GENERAL PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
EXTENSIONS
ROOFING – BATHROOMS
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING
CARPENTRY – DOUBLE GLAZING
BLOCKED PAVED DRIVES
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK

"Doing my shopping too early, sir." The magistrate said, "That's no
crime; just how early were you doing your shopping?" Came the
reply, "Before the shop opened, sir."

........................................................................................................
A Sunday School teacher challenged her children to take some
time on Sunday afternoon to write a letter to God. They were to
bring their letter back the following Sunday. One little boy wrote,
"Dear God, we had such a good time at church today. I wish you
could have been there."

44 ARDEN ROAD, ACOCKS GREEN, BIRMINGHAM, B27 6AQ
TELEPHONE: 0121 707 9077 MOBILE: 07768621617

“It happened to me…”
When I rediscovered my Christian faith, I wasn’t sure if I
would be accepted. The militant atheists I went to
university with were so uncompromising that openly
talking about religious beliefs was not advisable, and the
sudden knowledge of my own sin made me feel as
nervous as poor Mr. Fearing in the second part of the
Pilgrim’s Progress.
And then, one night in late 2011/early 2012, I had a
dream that has stayed with me ever since. I was at home,
when the doorbell rang. I opened the front door, and saw
a lamb standing before me. It ran down the garden path,
crossed the road, and stood on the grass verge, staring at
me. I then heard a voice say, “Get up now, and make my
enemies a footstool for my feet”.

May I say thank you to all who sent me cards and presents for my 70th
Birthday. A bit different, with no cake or wine to celebrate with you all, but
lovely to see some of you on zoom singing “Happy Birthday”
Thanks to Aimee who has managed to keep us face to face in these difficult
times with our Zoom coffee mornings, but it will be wonderful when we can
all gather again to be a united church family.
For many of us the YouTube services have helped us to retain that sense of
belonging and thanks go to Father Andrew and Gillian who have worked so
hard to maintain that link for us.
So once again thank you everyone and love and prayers to each one of you.
Sheila HP

I later learned that these words came from the Book of
Psalms (110:1) and are used throughout the New
Testament to refer to Jesus, the Lamb of God (Matthew
22:41 – 46; Mark 12: 35 – 37; Luke 20: 41 - 44). The
dream convinced me that I had been accepted by Jesus,
and now, if ever I feel insecure, I close my eyes and
remember the lamb at the door.
Andrew Norris M.A.

ELAINE PARRY RIP 1972 - 2020
A short family account of the life of our dear friend Elaine Parry.
Elaine was born on 28th February 1972 and
brought up in Acocks Green with her younger
sisters Karen and Joanne. She went to Acocks
Green Junior and Infant School, Yardley’s
Senior School, then on to Solihull College
where she studied Family & Community Care.
Her main work was in care homes, most
recently at the Christadelphian Home next to the church, but she
had a short spell as a Red-Coat at Butlin’s in Bognor Regis where
she met John whom she married in 1996. They adopted two
children, Zoe and Michael, but sadly the marriage ended. She
returned to Birmingham, Amelia was born and Elaine has thrown
herself into supporting her daughter with her dancing
and so many other activities.
Elaine was Christened and Confirmed at St. Mary’s Church,
joined the Church Choir and, as she got older, became an acolyte
and joined the Church Youth Club. She successively became a
Brownie, Girl Guide and Ranger, and later a Young Brownie
Leader known as ‘Panda’!
Faith was important to Elaine and to Amelia, and a little while
ago, Amelia was Confirmed to join her Mum at Holy
Communion. Regular worshippers at St Mary’s, they were often
involved with its events and socials. For many years Elaine
helped Isobelle at Parent & Toddlers, doing much to help
organise and sort activities. For several years she organised and
decorated a Toddlers’ and Children’s Worship lorry float
for Acocks Green Carnival, and it always won a prize! A
member of the Carnival Committee, she added to its success.

She also led the annual St. Mary’s Christmas trip to Hall
Green Little Theatre Pantomime, appreciated by so
many.
Of her interests, her favourite pastime was shopping and
finding a bargain. She loved to play Badminton in the
park with Amelia. Always cold, she would virtually sit
on the fire! She was no good with technology, but she
loved her car and drove everywhere! She loved children
and really enjoyed all she did with Amelia, of course,
with the wider family and with Parent and Toddlers.
Elaine crammed such a lot into her life, which from
time-to-time caused her to double book or be late. Often
though this was because she was helping others and her
heart was always in the right place.
Elaine had just begun a new relationship with Dave and
was looking forward to a great future. They had planned
to go to a Music Festival, and there were so many good
new things ahead.
God bless you, Elaine. Your gentle ways will be greatly
missed.
Fr Andrew

Colouring fun

Dutch Pancakes
Ingredients:
1 level tsp instant yeast
1 tbsp milk
1 cup buckwheat flour (100g)
1 cup flour (100g)
2 eggs

HANDMADE PLANTERS
AVAILABLE
During lockdown Michael Mallinson has been busy
making an assortment of planters out of palettes.
If You would like to purchase a handmade planter please
place your order by calling Michael on 07812 958201
£25 for this wooden
Wooden windowsill planter £7
All money made from selling these planters will
go to (plant
the church.
planter
not
included!)

1 tsp sugar
1/2 tsp salt
1 1/4 cups warm milk (250 ml)
1 tbsp butter
----------Good quality butter and powdered sugar to serve
Preparation:
In a small bowl, dissolve the yeast in the milk. In a
separate bowl, combine the buckwheat flour, flour, eggs,
yeast, sugar, salt and half the milk. Whisk smooth. Now
add the remaining milk and beat again.
Cover the bowl with plastic wrap and allow to rest for an
hour.
Melt butter in a frying pan. When it sizzles, add
teaspoonfuls of the batter in circular movements to create
the mini pancakes. Turn the poffertjes around as soon as
the bottom has set, using two forks.
Serve Pancake Puffs with the best quality butter you can
find and sieved powdered (icing) sugar.
Serves 4.

Small planters approximately
38 x 25cm (15 x 10 inches) by
23cm tall (9 inches) - £7.
Larger planters approximately
39 x 34cm (15x13inches) by
30cm tall (12 inches) £10. All
planters are unique so sizes
will vary.

Dear All,
What a time we are living through! I know it has
been a testing time for us all in one way or another,
hopefully now, we are taking our first steps back into
some kind of normal.
We have missed so much in the Church year, Easter
and Flower Festival also the garden party, all the
things we would be enjoying on mostly warm sunny
days.
Aimee, has had a great idea to give everyone a bit
of a lift by doing a "virtual" festival and has sought
out pictures from previous flower festivals.
We truly hope you enjoy a quiet moment with a nice
cup of tea and a wander back in time
All good wishes, Sue William's

