
St Mary’s Newsletter   5th April  2020     Palm Sunday & Holy Week  

Today, Palm Sunday, begins Holy Week.   Sunday’s service has an extra first Gospel reading. 

Additionally, a Service of Compline and Stations of the Cross + notes of extra readings will take you from 

Monday to Friday.  As usual, this will be both in hard copy and also electronically via email and on the church 

website: www.stmarysacocksgreen.org 
 

I invite you to sit down in your home on Sunday morning between 10am and 11am  
Use the General Service Sheet with the Readings Sheet, plus Thought, Hymn & Prayer Suggestions below, 

On Monday – Thursday at 7.30pm & Friday at 2pm (Saturday we pause & wait for Easter morn) 

Use the Compline Service Sheet or Stations of the Cross Sheet as suggested.  Both include readings. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Palm Sunday: 
Service + Collect & Readings on separate sheets 

Readings – Today these include an extra Gospel for the very beginning of the service: King Jesus entering 

Jerusalem riding on a donkey.  Please read this first, then the rest of the service follows normally 
 

Hymn for the week  
Ride on, Ride on in Majesty - from Kings College  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSjnzH8 
 

Thought for the week  
Here we are on Palm Sunday, sadly not as usual: waving our Palm Crosses while processing towards the village 

and then back, but we are reading the same scripture messages.   

Our two Gospel passages remind us of the true Kingship of Jesus: he is both the chosen one who rightly claims 

Lordship not only of Israel, but of all the Earth & Universe, and the suffering servant of all who emptied 

himself of all grandeur and nobility to defeat all the powers of sin and death and hell!  We get a glimpse of Him 

as King of Peace, then Isaiah’s Prophecy of those who would treat Him so badly, then Paul’s ‘hymn’ to Christ’s 

humility, and finally St Matthew’s Passion story from His arrest to death. 

These passages show what the whole of the Bible depicts: our Saviour God who is about service not glory; 

about humility and people, not position and things; of His willingness to give up His life for you and me, not 

remain unaffected in Heaven.  

As we enter Holy Week, concentrate for these few days on these thoughts about Jesus.  For His Life is the 

example to emulate, His Sacrifice is the one to appreciate, and His Love gives us rest to recuperate.     
 

Intercessions 
Remember St Mary’s people and friends who belong to our church. 

Give thanks for your loved ones, wider family and blessings you have received. 

Pray for items on the news, especially all who are ill with the Corona Virus, and all struggling through job loss. 

Give thanks for all Doctors, Nurses and Health Workers and pray for their safety. 

Remember our leaders, national & local, leaders of the nations, and all peoples struggling with the Virus. 

Use ‘A Prayer for all in Isolation’ - from the C of E Website 
 

God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Pray for the sick, especially…. Muriel Cooke, Marc Sirett, Sue Peckett, Maxine Powys, Hazel King,  
Jeff Croft, Jean Myers, Robert Smith, Jean & Denis Ward, Donna Cockran, Mike Kidd-White, Colin Cardinal, Paul 
Singleton, Richard Vann, Norma Birch, Jean Parsons, Alan Pallett, Vicky Hogg, Donna Roe, Mark Kelly, Gary Hickox, 
Ken Hughes, Christina Hanson, Dave Dixon, Doreen Draper, Christine Law and any others who are on your mind…. 
 

And departed: recently, especially….Sam Handley, Craig Ruston, Marlene Tyler, Uttam Singh Bhasin and Doug Wilson.. 
 

and in our Year’s Mind….Paul Shipton, Raymond Apps, Eileen Dingley and Mary Cloney 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Holy Week – Monday to Friday: (details per day on next page) 
                         

           separate Service of Compline + Stations of the Cross (pictures on St Mary’s walls) 

http://www.stmarysacocksgreen.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSjnzH8


Monday – 7.30pm – Service of Compline  

Tuesday – 7.30pm – Stations of the Cross  

Wednesday – 7.30pm – Service of Compline  

Thursday – 7.30pm – Service of Compline  

 Maundy Thursday – we remember the Last Supper + look up 1 Corinthians 11 v 23-26 & John 6 v 51-58 

Friday – 2pm (Final Hour at the Cross) – Stations of the Cross  

 Saturday - we pause and wait for Easter morn 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Services on TV and Radio  
 

Radio 4 - Sunday 5th April 8.10am  Walking in the company of Jesus 

On Palm Sunday Dr Theodora Hawksley of the London Jesuit Centre at Farm Street, London will reflect on the 

way that the faithful accompany Jesus spiritually, as Jesus accompanies Christians when facing times of trial, 

suffering and bereavement. Leader: Fr Dominic Robinson, parish priest at the Church of the Immaculate 

Conception, Farm Street, Mayfair. The service will mark the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, ahead of 

his trial and crucifixion less than a week later. Passiontide music will include contributions from the resident 

choir of Farm St Church. Producer: Miriam Williamson. 
 

Songs of Praise - BBC 1 Sunday 5th April 1.15pm  
For Palm Sunday, Sean Fletcher visits Glasgow Cathedral to discuss Holy Week and hears how this historic 

building plays a prominent role in the Christian life of the city.  Sean visits the Lodging House Mission, which 

has been helping homeless and disadvantaged citizens of Glasgow for over 100 years. He meets the staff and 

volunteers there, who put their Christian faith to work helping others, and learns about the holistic approach 

they take to their guests, which includes health care, dentistry and access to the digital world. 

Christian artist Iain Campbell discusses his latest project, a series of paintings of the gospel according to St 

Luke, and there are hymns for Palm Sunday from the congregation at Glasgow Cathedral, as well as a special 

performance by the Songs of Praise choir recorded in the Holy Land.   This episode was recorded before the 

current lockdown. 
 

On BBC 4 Long Wave (NOT FM) at 10.45am every day you can hear a Daily Service or go to the BBC 

Sounds App and you can hear this from your computer/smart phone.  
 

Good Friday Meditation 10th April Radio 4 at 3pm  

Baptist Minister the Revd Richard Littledale presents a personal reflection, considering why Christians see 

beauty and love in an instrument of torture central to their faith – the cross.  He talks to artists and 

commentators whose work has been much affected by this Christian imagery, including Iszi Lawrence and Neil 

MacGregor.  
 

St Mary’s Family News  
Belated Congratulations to Roger and Hazel King for 55 years of Marriage 27th March. 

Liam Lumber is now officially in ‘full remission’ confirmed by B’ham Children’s on 31st March!!  

Happy Birthday to….Marc Sirett 31st March, Viv Hill 1st April & Margaret Whitehouse 4th April. 

Marc is doing well recovering from Sepsis in hospital and we send our love and prayers to Tina and the family.  

Michael Brailsford sends his greetings to St Mary’s.   Doug Wilson has died at Heartlands Hospital, please pray 

for his family.  Sam Handley RIP – Sam’s funeral is on 7th April at 11.30am, please pray for Dot and her family 

at this difficult time, especially with the current restrictions.  Fr Andrew wants to reassure you that he is ok, in 

case you have heard stories of him collapsing outside Wilko.  He is now on antibiotics for a urinary infection. 

        

Church Finances  

Please remember that St Mary’s still has to pay its bills.   

If you have envelopes, please do continue to put your collection in them each week and save them for when we 

return to church.  If you would like to pay online by BACS, St Mary’s bank details are as follows:   

Barclays Bank, Solihull Branch – Sort Code: 20-77-62   Account No: 53215512 

Many thanks for your continued support. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please continue phone contact with your St Mary’s friends and reassure them with your prayers. 
For further support, please ring Fr Andrew on 0121 706 9764 (answerphone available) 


